BraemarAnnual Report to CSA Chairman

Purpose

The Braemar Club exists as a focus for former players of Old Surbitonians'/Cobham teams.

Members

Sadly we lost many members and associates during the year - not many of them having reached advanced years. They will never be able to enjoy the benefits of the new Peter Marsh Pavilion which has been the centre of most our attention over the past three years

Pavilion

The support that Braemar has given, and is still giving, to this venture in a variety of ways has been much appreciated. This has included financial support of an average of over £500 per member. Braemar Management (representing all past players) were honoured in being asked to open the new pavilion in September.

Communication and Meetings

Keeping people in touch with what's going on is always a problem in large and diverse organisations, especially when not everyone can tap into the internet to find things out for themselves. In this regard, we have produced four newsletters during the year and have passed on other CSA information where appropriate. We have met regularly each month on touchline and in the bar but sadly not on the boundary as the appeal of the cricket has not, this year, been strong enough and relevant enough to us any more. However, we have gathered on a few occasions in the summer as The Old Surbitonians' Golf Society with a lot of friendship but needing a bit more skill. Playing for the Society is not confined to actual Old Surbs but is open to all CSA members (contact Brian Davis).

The Braemar AGM/Dinner is now held in November of each year.

Memorial Fund

We are still managing the Memorial Fund which receives cash and promises of legacy donations for long term spending. Support for this is now beginning to get underway as the pavilion is practically finished and people are thinking of the future.(Contact person - Pete Newland)

1990 Club

Braemar runs this internal lottery for the CSA. A £5 ball in the Draw can win you valuable cash prizes and the profits all add to association funds. (Contact person - Stuart Davies)

Support

We are supporters. Where we can, we make supportive payments to the CSA. In the past, we have provided ground equipment, trophies and cash for youth activities. During this year, we have provided plants and shrubs, a major donation towards the air conditioning costs and very recently a digital piano for the pavilion. 

We are still giving time and energy  in the form of Working Parties - painting inside and out, and assisting with ground improvemnts - hopefully saving the club vital spending.

Our Thanks

Most Braemar members, these days, live a long way from the ground (several are abroad). It is a  mark of what our club and ground, and the friendships made, have meant to us that we exist, and are still keen to be associated, even after so many years.

Pete Newland and Stuart Davies
